
First th ey cam e for th e  Dalits, 
and I d id  not speak  out - 
b ecause  I w as not a Dalit. 

Th en th ey cam e for th e  M uslim s, 
and I d id  not speak  out - 

b ecause  I w as not a M uslim . 
Th en th ey cam e for th e  Ch ristians, 

and I d id  not speak  out - 
b ecause  I w as not a Ch ristian. 

Th en th ey cam e for m e  - 
and th ere  w as no one left to speak  for m e . 

RESIST H INDUTW A FASCISM
before  it is too late!
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Yours Sk eptically....

Th e  last couple  of m onth s  h ave  s e e n num e rous  
attack s  on Ch ristians  and th e ir prope rtie s  in 
various  parts  of India –  e spe cially in Oris sa and 
Karnatak a. Th e  fundam e ntalist H indu outfits  such  
as  Bajrang Dal h ave  advance d strange st 
argum e nts  to unle as h  th e s e  fascist attack s . 

In Kandh am al district of Oris sa, at le ast 30 
pe ople  lost th e ir live s  in th e  com m unal viole nce  
th at e rupte d follow ing th e  k illing of Sw am i 
Lak s h m anananda Sarasw ati, a local ch ie ftain of 
Vis h w a H indu Paris h ad (VH P) w h o w as  trying to 
bring Ch ristian conve rts  back  into th e  H indu fold 
(Frontline , Se pte m be r 26, 2008). Th ough  th e  
Com m unist Party of India (M aoist) ow ne d up 
re spons ibility for th e  m urde r of th e  VH P le ade r, 
th e  Sangh  Parivar blam e d it on Ch ristians  and 
unle as h e d viole nt attack s  on Ch ristian 
com m unity. 

In Karnatak a, th e  e xcus e  give n for th e  attack s  on 
Ch ristians  w as  “forcible  conve rs ion of H indus ”  
and publication of a book  de nigrating H indu 
gods . Th ough  it is  a fact th at conve rs ions  do tak e  
place , th e  Sangh  Parivar faile d to produce  any 
e vide nce  of “forcible  conve rs ions ”  of H indus  into 
Ch ristianity. Th e  Ch ristian s e ct w h o w as  blam e d 
for th e  publication of th e  book  h as  state d th at 
th e y h ave  noth ing to do w ith  th e  book   Apart from  
bas e le s s  alle gations , th e  Sangh  Parivar did not 
produce  any proof link ing th e  Ch ristian group 
w ith  th e  publication of book . It turne d out th at th e  
book  w as  printe d at a pre s s  th at w as  clos e d dow n 
a de cade  ago (Deccan H erald, Bangalore , 
Se pte m be r 18, 2008).

All th e s e  points  to a s ingle  conclus ion: th e s e  
attack s  are  pre m e ditate d atte m pts  to com m unalize  
th e  H indu socie ty and te rrorize  th e  m inoritie s . It 
is  tim e  for th e  s e cular force s  as  w e ll as  th e  
ordinary H indus  to com e  out of th e ir stupor and 
re s ist th e  fascist crim inals . 

- m anoj
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First th ey cam e for th e  Com m unists, 
and I d id  not speak  out - 

b ecause  I w as not a Com m unist.
 Th en th ey cam e for th e  Trade  Unionists, 

and I d id  not speak  out - 
b ecause  I w as not a Trade Unionist. 

Th en th ey cam e for th e  Jew s, 
and I d id  not speak  out - 
b ecause  I w as not a Jew . 
Th en th ey cam e for m e  - 

and th ere  w as no one left to speak  for m e .

-  M artin Niem öller -
Anti-Nazi activist



Th ough  th e  Ch ristians h ave not spok en for 
th e  rationalists and ath e ists at any tim e, w e  

b elieve in speak ing up for th em  b ecause  
every one w h o care s for d em ocratic values 

sh ould oppose  fascist forces



Ch ristians in M angalore prote st against attack s  on 
ch urch e s



A scene of prote st in M angalore



First th e y cam e  for th e  Com m unists ,  
and I did not spe ak  out -  

be caus e  I w as  not a Com m unist.   

Th e n th e y cam e  for th e  Trade  Unionists ,  
and I did not spe ak  out - 

be caus e  I w as  not a Trade  Unionist.   

Th e n th e y cam e  for th e  Je w s ,  
and I did not spe ak  out -  
be caus e  I w as  not a Je w .   

Th e n th e y cam e  for m e  -  
and th e re  w as  no one  le ft to spe ak  for m e . .

BS



Ath e ist Eve

Ath e ist Eve
Ath e ist Eve

Bangalore  Sk e ptic



W h y do you criticize  H induism  m ore  
th an any oth e r re ligion?

1. Th e very first reason th at com e s  to m y 
m ind is  a qu e stion of statistics . M ore 
th an 80% of th e Indian population is  
H indu . Naturally, m ore th an 80% of our 
criticism  w ould also be directed against 
th e belief s ystem  of H indu s .

2. Second is  m y fam iliarity w ith  th e 
religion I w as born into. I am  m ore 
fam iliar w ith  th e beliefs , tenets , rituals, 
and practice s  of H indu ism  th an th os e  of 
any oth er religion, and h ence I am  m ore 
confident of criticizing it.

Salm an Ru s h die  and Taslim a Nasrin 
w rote extens ively against Islam ic 

fundam entalism  



3. Th ird, th ere is  a pos s ibility th at th e 
liberalization or s ecularization of th e 
religion of th e m ajority in a country h as  a 
pos itive im pact on th e religion of th e 
m inority its elf.

4. Fourth , th e criticism  com ing from  
w ith in a com m unity is  m uch  m ore 
effective th an th os e  com ing from  people 
outs ide th e fold. Th is  is  becau s e  criticism , 
h ow ever constructive th ey be , com ing 
from  people from  outs ide a com m unity 
w ould tend to be construed as 
xenoph obia or even outrigh t com m unal. 
In a perfect liberal-s ecular society, th is  
s h ould not be th e cas e and every 
criticism , w h e rever it com e s  from , w ould 
be adjudged on its innate w orth .  But 
ours  is  not such  a society. It still h as a 
h igh ly cons ervative, s em i-feudal s etup 
w ith  a s ignificant pre s ence of religio-
fascist elem ents intolerant of any k ind of 
criticism .

Sath ya Dars h ini)

De ccan H e rald

Pe riyarana

De ccan H e rald

E.V.R’s acerbic criticism  of ch aracters  
in Ram ayana did not elicit any violent 

reaction from  th e H indu 
fundam entalists



5. Th e fifth  and m ost im portant reason is  
th e  brutal fact th at th e H indu 
fundam entalist force s  (RSS, VH P, 
Bajrang Dal, Durga Vah ini, etc) h ave 
be en on th e ris e  s ince th e late 19 70s .

Rath a Yatra
BS

Babri M asjid dem olition &  recent attack s  on ch urch e s : Th ere is  no 
point in calling m ys elf a rationalist if I do not tak e a stand against 
fascist intim idation and violence and speak  for th e righ ts of th e 

intim idated.





W h ile th ey h ave no qualm s 

about attack ing th e  low er 

m iddle class and th e  

econom ically back w ard 

sections, all th e ir m oral 

posturing disappears w h en 

it com es to dealing w ith  th e  

rich  and th e  pow erful. 



"All th at is  ne eded for th e dark  force s  of evil to tak e 
over th is  w orld is  enough  num ber of good m en w h o 

w ant to do noth ing" - Edm und Burk e  



Divine m orality is th e  

absolute negation of 

h um an m orality 

- M ich ael Bak unin -

BS



D O CUM ENTS
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Th e  H indu

Bangalore:



D O CUM ENTS
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Th e  H indu

D O CUM ENTS

De ccan H e rald

Disputed
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D O CUM ENTS

M P involved?

De ccan H e rald

Gadag, DH NS

Ins ide a ch urch  ransack ed by 
Bajrang Dal
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D O CUM ENTS

De ccan H e rald

Bangalore, DH NS H ow  strong is Bajrang Dal?

De ccan H e rald
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De ccan H e rald

Vie w  Point, De ccan H e rald
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De ccan H e rald
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De ccan H e rald



D O CUM ENTS

Th e  H indu
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Th e  H indu

Police w ere  alerted 
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D O CUM ENTS

TERRIFYING VIOLENCE: A vandalis ed ch urch  in 
Tengedapath ar village in Kandh am al district. A m ob 

s h outing anti-Ch ristian and H indutva slogans targeted 
th is  ch urch  th re e  days  after th e gang rape of a nun and 

attack  on a prie st in K.Nuagaon.
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D O CUM ENTS

Th e b edrock  of religion is blind b elief.  All 
religionists say th at no one sh ould suspect or 

que stion anyth ing.  Th is h as given courage even to 
th e  id iot to say anyth ing h e  please s in th e  nam e of 
religion.  Absurditie s are  h aving an eternal h old in 

th e  nam e of religion and god.

- Periyar E.V.R am asw am y -
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LETTERS

I was h appy th e August Issue was very good, and now I find th e Sept. 
Issue 'excellent'. I suggest ,you add a perm anant Sh ort Invitation to all 
readers to becom e m em bers of Bangalore Rationalist Association, and also 
encourage oth ers to join, in large num bers, so th at all activities, specially 
'Bangalore Sk eptic' can get m ore readers, and h ence m ore contributors 
also.
                                                                                      
-  Dr Kesh ava Rao, Bangalore

Many th ank s for th e k ind m ail and attach ed Bangalore Sk eptic. It is a 
nicely m anaged e- m agaz ine and bears all worth  of Rational and Sk eptic 
nature. It would be a great pleasure if you subscribe to MANAVATAVADI-
GRO UP- subscribe@ yah oogroups.com  Rationalist Discussion Group and also 
send all your articles you publish  in th e Bangalore Sk eptic. we could 
circulate th em  th rough  th is list serve for discussion on th e topics. You are 
also requested to ask  all th e subscribers of your e- m agaz ine to join th is 
group and feel free to open discussion on any rational and sk eptical 
subjects th ey want.

-  Swam i Manavatavadi, Kuruk sh etra

Th ank s for such  a wonderful collection of articles.

-  Prabh ak ar Nanawaty , Pune
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Dalit Voice
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Th e  Fine  Art of Balone y De te ction

Th e  De m onh aunte d World: 
Scie nce  as  a Candle  in th e  Dark
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